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Although myelodysplastic syndrome (MDS) is not the most common myeloid neoplasm in Korea, the 
clinical significance of MDS is increasingly growing due to the aging of Korean population. According 
to the Korea Central Cancer Registry, the incidence (680 in 2009 vs. 1,371 in 2019) and the prevalence 
(1,584 in 2009 vs. 6,010 in 2019) has been increased by approximately two-fold and four-fold in the last 
decade, respectively. Prior to the introduction of the epigenetic treatment in 2006 in Korea, MDS patients 
had no choice but to be treated with supportive treatment or conventional chemotherapy for myeloid 
neoplasms. With the availability of azacytidine since 2006 and decitabine since 2009, the main treatment 
strategy for the lower-risk MDS patients requiring disease modifying treatment has become based on 
the hypomethylating agents. Since various working parties were established within the Korean Society 
of Hematology in the latter half of 2005, the AML/MDS working party was fortunate to begin its clinical 
and research activities in a situation where the epigenetic treatment was available for use. Lenalidomide 
was available for MDS with 5q deletion since 2019, and luspatercept was also available since last year. 
In the management of higher risk MDS patients, allogeneic hematopoietic stem cell transplantation 
(HSCT) is still the treatment of choice for transplant candidate. Since the first HSCT in Korea in 1981 
until 2021, more than forty-two thousand patients had received HSCT, and MDS patients accounted for 
6.5% (2,734 patients). Recently, about 300 patients receive HSCT every year. For MDS patients in 
Korea, lack of flexibility of National Health Insurance System as well as incomplete understanding about 
disease and the goal of treatment remain obstacles to keep the treatment guideline for patients. Since the 
establishment, AML/MDS working party has conducted numerous retrospective and prospective studies 
and made every effort to establish treatment guidelines to provide patients with high-quality care. We 
hope that through these efforts, patients suffering from AML or MDS can live longer and enjoy a better 
quality of life.  
 

 


